
 5th Sunday in Lent 
Cycle C 

April 3, 2022 
 

1st Reading: Isaiah 43:16 – 21. 
 God is doing something brand new here. 
Psalm: Psalm 126: 
 God has done great and marvelous things for us.    
2nd Reading: Philippians 3: 8 – 14. 

 Being one with God/Christ is worth everything. 

Gospel: John 8:1 – 11.  
 God shows mercy as the remedy for misery. 

 
God is good, All the time; All the time, God is good 

 
How is your Lenten journey progressing? What do you say?   
If your response is not as well as I would have liked or it has just rushed 
by; Paul reassures us that this journey is a process and is never really 
complete at least not on this side of the ground. 
 
Throughout this season we have reflected on the marvels God 
accomplished in the lives of God’s people (that would be us)—God cut a 
covenant with Abram and Sarah; leading the people out of bondage; 
revealed God’s own personal name bringing them into a new land 
bursting with life.  Now God is saying, “you ain’t seen nothing yet!” God 
has already been victorious over the chaotic waters and led them under 
Moses to a new home. What could possibly surpass that? PAUL would 
answer: a relationship with Jesus the Christ. It is absolutely the thing to 
achieve in our journey. It is something definitely worthy of our pursuit. 
 
Our Gospel today, we are now into John’s Gospel moving us ever closer 
to Holy Week, takes us to the continuing and ongoing battle between 
Jesus and the religious leaders of Israel, who continue to try and trap him 



so they can charge him.  If you are like me, you may wonder where is the 
guy, if the woman was caught in the very act, she had to have a partner.  
Even the law of Moses, which his adversaries point to, calls for equal 
punishment of adulterers.  Many speculate that Jesus was writing this 
law with his finger; and we don’t know what he was writing.  The 
important detail here is that he used his finger to write in the dirt, a very 
god-like exercise. The commandments given to Moses were written by 
the finger of God.  Jesus’ action proved to be an effective way to say the 
intent of the law is as important as the letter.  I can just see these leaders 
leaving one at a time, hanging their heads, carrying their stones.  Once 
again Jesus demonstrates that mercy is more powerful than misery and 
he sets the woman free with the command, “GO!” and seek a better life 
one without sin.  Love once again wins! 
 
For me Michelangelo and his fresco on the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel is 
a perfect expression of this.  On the original you can pick out God’s hand 
by the Cherubs hanging around God; and that is not the important part. 
What is important is that God and the human are reaching for each 
other, not quite touching and we need to keep stretching to reach our 
goal.  The Eucharist we are about to receive puts us in touch. God has 
come down and touched our gifts, work of human hands, transformed 
them, and gives us the opportunity to be one with God. The heavenly 
wedding feast.  Please meditate on this as you receive the Eucharist in 
your hand, and then your very being. 
 
Paul seems to really get this and is exuberant about it.  He is not satisfied 
with blessings of the past, he considers them as dog poop (a more 
accurate translation than ‘rubbish’), when compared to knowing and 
being united with the Christ.  Life with Christ transforms us from people 
who are caught in sin to women and men who have been forgiven, freed, 
and sent. Life in Christ is the new thing God has fashioned for each of us. 
The suffering we undergo during Lent is perhaps the stripping away that 
must occur if we are to be made anew; it is the birth pangs that precede 



the new birth.  God is the one who created something new; we are the 
ones who are re-created, this process of re-creation is ongoing and 
maybe painful, and the new life that emerges causes us to be a joy-full 
people.  We really haven’t seen nothing yet when it comes to the 
wonders God does for us.  
 
So, you see my friends, Lent is always about Baptism (preparing for it and 
renewing it), so Lent is always about conversion, which our Baptism 
celebrates.  When God says through Isaiah, “I’m about to do something 
brand-new. It’s bursting out! Don’t you see it?” God is referring to a new 
Exodus, a new experience of freedom from slavery and the offer of new 
life. We see Baptism as a fulfillment of that promise as we pass through 
the watery grave to resurrection life. So, “What do you say?”  Can we 
“go” and be the mercy our world needs to see? 
 

God is good. All the time. All the time. God is good 


